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Board approves contract for design of next 
junior high, 2026-2027 instructional calendar
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

At its regular board meeting on January 
27, the Katy ISD board of trustees voted to 
move forward with various construction 
projects – among them, a contract for 
design services for junior high school #19.

That campus will be located on land 
which the district recently purchased 
in the Grange subdivision west of Katy, 
as previously stated by Lisa Kassman, 
Executive Director of Facilities, Planning, 
and Construction for Katy ISD, at the 
board’s January 13 work-study meeting.  In 

that meeting Kassman said that the plans 
for the newest junior high would be “more 
than a modified repeat of the last two 
junior highs.”  Kassman said that the new 
design would increase enrollment capacity 
from 1400 to 1600 students and would 
add about ten classrooms.  At Monday’s 
meeting the board voted via consent 
agenda to award the contract for design 
services to PBK. 

Also approved via consent agenda were 
contracts for:

• Design services for the auto program 
expansion at Miller Career and Technology 
Center.

• Contract for the expansion of the 
Shaw Center.

• Contracts for safety and security im-
provements at various campuses.

• Contracts related to renovations at 
Katy Junior High, Cimarron Elementary, 
Nottingham Country Elementary and Katy 
High School.

The instructional calendar for the 
2026-2027 school year was also approved 
in the consent agenda. Key dates from the 
calendar include: 

• First day of school – Wednesday, Aug. 

Katy ISD school 
board secretary Mary 
Ellen Cuzela (left) 
awards a certificate 
of appreciation to 
Creech Elementary 
student Grady 
Brezinski, who led the 
pledges of allegiance 
at Monday’s board 
meeting.
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Winter storm Enzo brought snow to the Katy area during the week of January 21.  Over two inches fell in the City of Katy, as shown in this photo of a 
residence on Avenue B in Old Katy.

Winter storm Enzo brings snow 
to Katy area; one death reported
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

Katy-area residents hunkered 
down during the week of January 
21, as Winter Storm Enzo brought 
freezing temperatures to the area 
– along with approximately two 
inches of snow. 

Frantic residents crowded 
hardware and grocery stores, ob-
taining materials to wrap pipes and 
stocking up on necessities for the 
multi-day weather event.  

City and county officials en-
couraged people to stay home and 

off the roads due to icy conditions.
One death was reported; the 

body of an unhoused man was 
found near a fast-food restaurant 
in the 300 block of S. Fry Road in 
Katy.  He was identified as Mark 
Dufur in a post on the Facebook 
page for Hope Impacts, a local 
nonprofit which provides resourc-
es to the homeless in the Katy area.

“Our hearts are broken know-
ing one of our sweet street friends 
passed away yesterday,” said the 
January 22 post. “Mark was a well-
loved member of our Hope Impacts 
family. We had served him on and 

off for several years. He was even 
housed in 2021 under rapid re-
housing. That program lasts for up 
to one year. He had spent time in a 
shelter, but that is only a temporary 
solution. Eventually you have to 
leave. The cycle of homelessness is 
a difficult one to escape from. Mark 
had many friends, [and] he was 
offered help during the freeze but 
like many -- refused. He did have 
underlying health issues that most 
likely contributed to his demise.”

The post said that Hope Impacts 
would hold a celebration of life 
ceremony for the man.

Hines acquires nearly 
3,000 acres near 
Katy and Fulshear for 
residential development
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Hines, the global real estate 
investment manager, has 
acquired nearly 3,000 acres 
near Katy, Texas, and Fulshear, 
Texas, to be developed into 
an expansive master-planned 
community, making it one of 
the firm’s largest land purchas-

es for single-family develop-
ment.  The site is located at the 
corner of Westpark Tollway 
and the Texas Heritage Park-
way which bisects the tract. 

The development will con-
sist of more than 7,000 homes 
with a variety of lot sizes and 

City council approves 
new timeline for 10th 
Street Bridge, okays 
tourism expenses
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

At the January 27 meet-
ing of the City of Katy’s city 
council, members authorized 
the mayor to sign a construc-
tion change order for the 10th 
Street bridge replacement 
project, extending the com-
pletion date by an additional 
88 days.  City Engineer David 
Kasper said that the project 
would be completed in April 
and that pillars had already 
been installed in the channel.  
Councilmember Janet Corte 
requested, “If anything can be 
done to speed up this project, 
please do so.  We’re dying over 
here.”

Council also approved an 
ordinance calling for a May 3, 
2025, election for the purpose 
of electing a mayor and execut-
ing a joint election agreement.  
Mayoral candidate Michael 
Payne, who is running against 
incumbent Dusty Thiele, spoke 
during public comments on his 
campaign agenda.

Council also approved 
changes to a city zoning ordi-
nance related to special use 
permits.  City Planner Rachel 
Lazo summarized the changes, 

which she said were prompted 
in October 2024 by a what she 
termed “contentious rezoning” 
for a heavy industrial use proj-
ect that came forward.

“As part of that, it was iden-
tified that there were a lot of 
other uses that were antiquat-
ed and hadn’t been looked at 
in a long time,” Lazo said.  “The 
mayor and council directed 
city staff to bring that forward 
in order to clean up some of 
our heavy industrial uses.”

Lazo said that one of the 
changes would require heavy 
industrial users dealing with 
the processing and use of raw 
materials to obtain a special 
use permit, in order to be in 
the industrial district.  This 
change would allow the city 
council to have more oversight 
over specific locations, she 
said.  Another change specifi-
cally “calls out” battery energy 
storage system (BESS) uses in 
the special use permits section, 
allowing no question where 
these fit in and the process 
for approval of a special use 
permit.  The change will enable 
city staff, council and the de-
veloper to have a discussion to 
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Members of Katy’s city council, along with the mayor, did double duty Monday night 
before the city council meeting – appearing at the regular board meeting of the Katy ISD 
board of trustees to present a special proclamation in honor of School Board Recognition 
Month. In the first row, representing the city (left to right): Mayor Pro Tem Chris Harris, 
Councilmember Gina Hicks, Mayor Dusty Thiele, and Councilmember Rory Robertson.  
Second row, representing KISD:  Board Member Dawn Champagne, Board Member 
Morgan Calhoun, Board Vice President Amy Thieme, Superintendent Ken Gregorski, Board 
Secretary Mary Ellen Cuzela, Board Member Lance Redmon and Board Member Rebecca 
Fox.  Board president Victor Perez (not pictured) joined the meeting after the proclamation 
was presented.

TXDOT provides update on Hwy 36A project at luncheon
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

The Texas Department of Transportation 
is making progress on the proposed Highway 
36A project, a spokesperson for the depart-
ment told attendees at the Highway 36A Co-
alition’s quarterly luncheon on January 23.  
The luncheon was hosted by the advocacy 
group at the Embassy Suites by Hilton Energy 

Corridor at 11730 Katy Freeway in Houston.
Sue Theiss, Director Advanced Project 

Development for TxDOT, gave an update on 
the progress for the environmental impact 
study (EIS) for Highway 36A, which she said 
must be done under an environmental policy 
act.  The Highway 36A project is divided 
into two halves, she said – a north half and a 
south half.  “Right now, we are heavily invest-
ed in getting the purpose and needs state-

ment report done for the southern portion,” 
she said, working over the last several with 
the Environmental Affairs Division in Austin, 
which must sign off on the EIS.  

The southern portion of the project goes 
from FM 1994 south of Needville to I-10 west 
of Katy, according to the TxDOT website. The 
proposed roadway would be approximately 

See CITY, page 3

See HINES, page 3

See PROJECT, page 3
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Loud cheer
  5. Defensive nuclear weapon
      (abbr.)
  8. Type of cell
11. Oblong pulpits
13. Pitching statistic
14 Uncommon
15. Liabilities
16. Thin, straight bar
17. Oh goodness!
18. Competitions
20. __ Jima, WW II battlefield
21. Professional assn. (abbr.)
22. Italian mountain range
25. Taking possession of
30. Used in cooking and
      medicine
31. Water (French)
32. Parent a child
33. Sun-dried brick
38. One point south of due east
41. Female fashion accessory
43. A way of making a copy of
45. A way to debilitate
47. Wings
49. Social insect 
50. Dull brown fabrics
55. Indian musical pattern
56. N. England university
57. Portable stands for coffins
59. Iranian district
60. Envision

61. Passerine bird genus
62. Container
63. Falter
64. Tunisian city

CLUES DOWN
  1. Cool!
  2. Passover offering
  3. Swedish rock group
  4. Collegiate military
      organization
  5. Large nests
  6. Beloved baked good
  7. 1980s pop legend
  8. Finger millet
  9. Hillside
10. Surrender
12. Midway between south and
      southeast
14. Long, narrow strap
19. Discount
23. A type of cast
24. Large, tropical lizard
25. Half of “Milli Vanilli”
26. Single
27. Big truck
28. Midway between east and
      southeast
29. Et __: indicates further
34. Insecticide
35. Luke Skywalker’s mentor
      __-Wan
36. Cast out

37. Breakfast food
39. By reason of
40. One who makes thread
41. Baseball stat
42. Breezed through
44. Frothy mass of bubbles
45. Tony-winning actress Daisy
46. Made of fermented honey
      and water

47. Member of a Semitic people
48. Monetary unit of the
      Maldives
51. Run batted in
52. Makes publicly known
53. Disagreement
54. Soluble ribonucleic acid
58. Single-reed instrument

Here’s How It Works:
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The 
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

Fun By The Numbers
Like puzzles? Then you’ll love sudoku. This mind-bending puzzle will have 
you hooked from the moment you square off, so sharpen your pencil 
and put your sudoku savvy to the test.

Answers will be provided in next week’s edition.

Clearly, you can make a difference!

LET’S FIND THIS PET A HOME!
Sponsored by

THE CLEAR CHOICE

ofof

3830 Greenhouse Rd, Houston, TX 77084
specialpals.org

(281) 881-0466  |  ktxwindowcleaning.com

MEET BOGEY!
This adorable 8-week-

old Basset mix is ready to 
steal your heart! With his 
low-rider legs and long, 
floppy ears, Bogey is the 
definition of “too cute to 
handle.” He’s got a playful 
and loving personality 
that will win you over in no time.

Bogey and his 5 brothers are looking for forever 
homes where they can grow up surrounded by love 
and care.

Master Gardeners offer free classes
BY FORT BEND COUNTY 
MASTER GARDENERS
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

Seventy people spent a 
recent Saturday morning 
learning about "Edible Gar-
den Planning," thanks to 
Fort Bend County Master 
Gardeners.  The free Grow 
Your Own class begins a 
new year of education-
al offerings by Master 
Gardeners, who also offer 
Landscape Success classes.

Master Gardeners Peggy 
d'Hemecourt and Dan 
Lawlor presented the Jan-
uary program. During the 
class d'Hemecourt told the 

group at the Bud O'Shieles 
Community Center at 1330 
Band Road in Rosenberg 
that success depends upon 
having a plan, choosing 
a site, preparing the soil, 
planting at the optimal 
time of year and continu-
ous care.

Her list of possible goals 
included fresh fruit and 
vegetables for their family, 
engaging the entire fam-
ily in an outdoor project 
and replacing lawn with 
productive garden space. 
Questions to be asked by 
the gardeners include who 
will do the work, what do 
you and your family like to 

eat and how do you plan to 
use what you grow.

If a vegetable garden 
is the goal, the attendees 
learned that it needs a 
well-drained area, a nearby 
water supply, visibility from 
the home, a site away from 
trees, shrubs and buildings 
and eight-plus hours of 
direct sunlight. People who 
don't have room for raised 
beds were asked to consid-
er planting in containers.

Richmond resident 
d'Hemecourt also talked 
about successful home 
fruit production and what 
requirements need to be 
met to accomplish that 

goal. "Begin with the end 
in mind!" she said. "Know 
before you grow."

Lawlor talked about soil, 
its physical characteristics, 
improving its structure, 
soil water, plant nutrients 
and soil pH, fertilizers and 
soil testing. Examining soil 
volume, he said half is pore 
space and half soil solids. 
Components are air, water, 
minerals and organic mate-
rial. "Soil is alive," he said.

Attendees picked up 
soil sample forms and bags 
in which to send their soil 
samples to Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension testing 
laboratory. 

Grow Your Own is a 
seven-class series about 
creating a productive edible 
home garden and is offered 
by Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service in Fort 
Bend County and Master 
Gardeners. Other classes in 
the program include Fruit 
Trees, Feb. 1; Setting Up a 
Raised Bed/Planter, March 
1; Warm Season Vegetables 
& Herbs, April 5; Vegetable 
Disease & Pest Manage-
ment, May 10; Compost-
ing, June 14; Cool Season 
Vegetables & Herbs. Aug. 
9. Learn more at https://
fortbend.agrilife.org/grow-
your-own-2/

Landscape Success also 
is a seven-class series.  Learn 
more at https://fortbend.
agrilife.org/landscape-suc-
cess/

For questions and in-
formation, contact: Brandy 
Rader at 281-342-3034 or 
brandy.rader@ag.tamu.
edu.

Sealy Lions Club to host 
dance on February 1
The Lions Sealy Dance 

Club is having a dance on 
Saturday, February 1st, 2025, 
at the Sealy American Le-
gion Hall, 1630 Meyer Street 
in Sealy. The band Scott 
Wilkinson & EZ Country will 
be providing live music from 
7:30 to 11:00 p.m. The public 
is always welcome.

Ring in the Year of the 
Snake with lion dances 
at Katy Asian Town on 

February 1 and 2
Bring your friends and 

family to celebrate good luck 
and culture as Katy Asian 
Town welcomes the Year of 
the Snake during the KAT 
Lunar Fest.  The center will 
feature Katy Lion and Drag-
on Dance performances by 
Lee’s Golden Dragon Lion 
and Dragon Dance Associa-
tion at 12 p.m. on February 
1 and 2 in the parking lot in 
front of H Mart.  Katy Asian 
Town is located at the Grand 
Parkway and Colonial Park-
way in Katy.

In the Attic Band to 
perform at Central Green 

on February 8
In the Attic Band, a teen 

rock band from Katy, will 
be playing a two-hour set 
on the Central Green stage 
at LaCenterra on February 
8 from 1 to 3 p.m.  All ages 
welcome and the perfor-
mance is free.  LaCenterra 
is located at 23501 Cinco 
Ranch Blvd. in Katy.

Katy Branch Library 
offers programs in early 

February
The Katy Branch Library 

of the Harris County Library 
system, at 5415 Franz in 
Katy, has free programs for 
all ages.  Here are a few of 
the many opportunities the 

library will offer in February:
• Muses Across Katy Art 

Club, February 3 from 4:30 
to 5:30 p.m. Join the team for 
after school for art projects 
& crafts. This program is 
for 7-11 year olds/2nd-5th 
graders. Pick up a free entry 
ticket at the front desk 15 
minutes before the program 
begins. Entry will close at 
4:50 p.m.

• Big Kid Story Time, Feb-
ruary 10 from 4:30 to 5:30 
p.m. This story time is for 
elementary-aged children 
and includes books, songs, 
and more! Parents are wel-
come to attend this program 
with their children. Pick up 
a free entry ticket at the front 
desk 15 minutes before the 
program begins. Entry will 
close at 4:50 p.m.

• Pet Health Transfor-
mation Secrets, February 10 
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Attend 
this class to learn four 
affordable strategies to help 
with pet nutrition, hosted 
by BARC. Register online 
through the events calendar 
at www.hcpl.net.

ARC of Katy to hold ‘Viva’ 
fiesta gala on February 

21
Join local nonprofit The 

ARC of Katy for its annu-
al gala on February 21, 
complete with a mariachi 
welcome, a delicious buffet, 
exciting auction items, ex-
clusive wine pull, and more.  
The event will be held at 
Palacio Maria, 21728 High-
land Knolls in Katy from 6 
to 10 p.m.  Fiesta honorees 
receiving “Volunteer of the 
Year” awards during the 
evening include the Bingo 
Ladies and Bonnie Holland.  
Funds raised by The ARC 
of Katy are used to develop 
opportunities, resources and 
programs for teens adults 
with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities.  To 
RSVP or for more informa-
tion, please go to 

Cinco Ranch Branch Library hosts 
dancing lions for lunar new year 
CONTRIBUTED REPORT 

Fort Bend County Libraries will 
host a Lunar New Year Celebration 
on Saturday, February 8, from 10 a.m. 
to noon, at the Cinco Ranch Branch 
Library in Katy.  The Cinco Ranch 
Branch Library is located at 2620 
Commercial Center Blvd. in Katy.

Activities and crafts celebrating 
the Year of the Snake are planned for 
families with children of all ages.

 Dancing lions from the Katy Kung 
Fu Lion Dance Team (USA Shaolin Xiu 
Culture Center) will perform in the 
lobby of the library at 11 a.m. The team 
will explain the tradition of the dance 
in the Meeting Room at 10:30 a.m.

Musicians from the North Amer-
ican Youth Chinese Orchestra will 
perform a variety of traditional Chi-
nese musical pieces on the violin and 
flute, as well as on Chinese instru-
ments such as the pipa, guzheng, and 
zhong ruan.

Visitors may join in playing Cai 
Deng Mi, or “Guessing the Lantern’s 
Riddle,” and win a prize if the answer 
is correct. The answer to the question, 
“What building has the most stories?” 
may be simpler than one thinks, said 
a library spokesperson.

Visitors will also have an opportu-
nity to learn about the art of Chinese 
calligraphy. A station will be set up in 

the lobby, where a volunteer from the 
T.E. Harman Center in Sugar Land 
will demonstrate the art of calligra-
phy by writing names in Chinese.

Children may visit the library’s 
Youth Department, where they can 
make their own paper lanterns to take 
home with them.

This event was made possible 
by the Friends of the Cinco Ranch 

Branch Library. 
The Lunar New Year activities are 

free and open to the public. 
For more information, see the 

Fort Bend County Libraries’ website 
(www.fortbend.lib.tx.us), or call the 
Cinco Ranch Branch Library (281-
395-1311) or the library system’s 
Communications Office (281-633-
4734).

COMMUNITY EVENTS

PHOTO COURTESY OF FORT BEND LIBRARY SYSTEM

Celebrate the Lunar New Year with the lion dances at Cinco Ranch Branch Library, 2620 Commercial Center 
Blvd., Katy, on February 8.  The performance is free.

Heart of Katy MarketHeart of Katy Market
Katy Bengal Brigade and Cheerleader's Semi-Annual

For Vendor Information Email: heartofkatycraftshow@gmail.com

Over 100 vendors with clothing, food, treats, arts, and so much more! 
Have lunch from the concession stand to support KBBC!!

FREE ADMISSION
Location: Katy High School
February 1st 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
February 2nd 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm
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FIND THE IDEAL OFFICE SPACE FOR YOU starting at just $600 per month
25807 Westheimer Parkway Suite 300, Katy 77494 • 281-505-1106 • victoria@katyelitesuites.com

REACHING NEW HEIGHTS

Katy Elite Suites
provides premium
business solutions 

for remote workers, 
business travelers, and 

project teams in the 
Houston Metro Area.

SOLUTIONS FOR MODERN BUSINESS

We offer diverse 
coworking solutions 

and private executive 
offices with 24/7 access 

for modern business 
owners.

IMPRESSIVE AMENITIES

Office building with 
dedicated community 
managers enhancing 

your business,
creating appealing
environments, and 

prioritizing productivity 
and convenience.

VIRTUAL OFFICE SOLUTIONS

Position your business 
ina secure location
with mail services, 
workstations and a

welcoming reception
area for visitors. 

Starting at
$75.00 per month.

MEETING AND PODCAST ROOMS

Looking for a
convenient location

to enhance client 
meetings or host your 

podcast for your
audience? 
Find it at

Katy Elite Suites!

William “Bill” Robert Kyser, 
79, of Katy, passed away peace-
fully on January 21, 2025, after 
a long battle with Parkinson’s 
Disease.

Bill was born on November 
8, 1945, to Madelyne and John 
Kyser in Bartlesville, Okla-
homa. He grew up with two 
brothers, John (Lockport, IL) 
and Michael (Tulsa, OK). After 
graduating from high school, 
he earned a degree in business 
from the University of Nebras-
ka. Bill served in the United 
States Army and was stationed 
in Giessen, Germany where 
he met and fell in love with 
his beautiful wife, Mary. They 
returned to the States, married 
in 1971 and settled in Houston, 
Texas.

While serving in Germany, 
Bill developed a passion for 
transportation, which led him 
to pursue a master’s degree 
from the University of Houston 
at Clear Lake. He spent the 
majority of his career in public 
service as the Assistant Director 
of Transportation for Houston 
ISD and the Director of Trans-
portation for Katy ISD, jobs he 
found gratifying and fulfilling.

A loving and devoted hus-
band, father and grandfather, 
Bill is survived by his daughter, 
Kristen Azari and her husband 
Scott (Palm Beach Gardens, FL) 
and his son, Kevin Kyser and his 
wife Carol (Richmond, TX). He 
is the proud grandfather of five 
grandchildren: Lillian, Emma, 
Maya, Kira, and Clark, all of 
whom cherish him deeply.

Bill had a zest for life and 
a wide range of passions. He 
loved travel and Rick Steves, 
creating stained glass, was an 
avid Francophile, and found 
joy in riding trains and building 
models of them. He was a 
passionate supporter of public 
broadcasting and our national 
parks. Bill was known for his 
love of cold beer and breweries, 
key lime pie and dark choco-
late, war movies, Westerns and 
politics. He knew something 
about everything and always 
had a story to tell. Above all, he 
adored his family and always 
put them first.

Known for his gentle nature, 
Bill was described by all who 
knew him as one of the kindest, 
most generous souls with not 
a mean bone in his body. His 
light shone brightly, and he will 
be deeply missed by all who 
had the privilege of knowing 
him.

A celebration of life will be 
held at a later date to honor 
Bill’s memory. In lieu of flowers, 
the family asks that donations 
be made to the Michael J. Fox 
Foundation for Parkinson's 
Research or the National Parks 
Foundation.

Bill leaves behind a legacy 
of love, kindness, equality and 
honesty. This world is a better 
place not only for those who 
love him, but for the communi-
ty and country he served.

WILLIAM 'BILL' ROBERT 
KYSER

1945-2025

TRIBUTE

tailor project design for a specific 
location, Lazo said.

Councilmember Corte said 
that, as far as BESS projects were 
concerned, she did not think 
the changes went far enough, 
calling them “a good stopgap.”  
Councilmember Dan Smith 
agreed, asking if there were any 
additional steps that could be 
taken.  Lazo said that the question 
would be hard to address in light 
of evolving technology.  Smith 
said that it needed to be clearer 
what kinds of studies would be 
required. Councilmember Gina 
Hicks agreed, saying that she and 
Councilmember Rory Robertson 

had sent an email to the mayor 
and city administrator requesting 
an advisory committee be formed, 
finding people who are experts in 
emerging technologies who can 
help determine what future city 
ordinances may be appropriate.  
Smith moved to direct city staff to 
come back to council with more 
information on BESS projects and 
possible next steps including the 
formation of an advisory commit-
tee. Corte asked that this be done 
within three months; the motion 
passed.

In other actions via consent 
agenda, council moved forward 
with marketing and tourism 

initiatives:
•  Approved additional official 

City of Katy events for December 
2025, including the annual Christ-
mas Tree lighting on December 4 
and the Katy Christmas Nutcrack-
er Exchange on December 6.

• Approved hotel occupancy 
tax grant applications for 
video production and drone 
photography to enhance 
Katy’s historic town square, 
for $107,500.00 for advertising 
expenses for the Rice Harvest 
Festival scheduled for October 
11-12, and $12,500.00 for a festival 
production agreement for the Rice 
Harvest Festival.

• Updated the job description 
of the marketing and tourism 
event coordinator by amending 
the employee classification and 
compensation plan.

The mayor and council mem-
bers, during the “council member 
reports” portion of the meeting, 
thanked city staff – including 
Katy police, fire and public works 
departments as well as support 
staff – for their efforts during the 
winter storm which struck Katy in 
mid-January.

The next meeting of city coun-
cil will be held on February 10 at 
6:30 p.m. at City Hall, 901 Avenue 
C in Katy.

from page 1
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numerous estate lots to accommodate di-
verse preferences. Hines has partnered with 
multiple best-in-market builders to acquire 
this land, including Toll Brothers, Perry 
Homes, Highland Homes, Village Builders/
Lennar, Dreamfinder Homes/Coventry 
Homes, Westin Homes, Newmark Homes, 
and Beazer Homes. Construction is expect-
ed to begin in early 2025, with the first lots 
delivering in 2027 and homes from builders 
to follow thereafter. 

“This submarket has been ranked the 
second-fastest growing city in the U.S. for 
the last two years, making it a prime market 
to deliver high-quality and unique housing 
options,” said Rob Witte, Senior Managing 
Director, Head of Residential Land Devel-
opment and Self-Storage, Americas, Hines. 
“This is a once-in-a-lifetime piece of land, 
and we worked tirelessly with our builder 
partners to ensure we had the opportunity to 
build what is one of the best sites in Texas.”

Amenities in phase one are expected to 
feature a five-acre recreation center with a 
resort-style water feature, a large playground, 
clubhouse, and other top-tier amenities. 
Additionally, well-designed hiking and 
bike trails will be incorporated throughout 
the community alongside over 800 acres of 
natural oxbow lakes, greenspace, and mature 
trees. The development has immediate 
access to major thoroughfares and excellent 
schools and is a short commute to Houston’s 
major employment hubs, including Sugar 
Land, the Energy Corridor, Texas Medical 
Center, and Downtown Houston. Hines will 
also be responsible for the completion of 
the Texas Heritage Parkway Parkway from its 
current terminus at Westpark Tollway to the 
Southern boundary at Winner-Foster Road. 

Hines has over 65 years of development 
experience in Texas and nearly two decades 
of expertise in developing single-family 
communities. Since 2005, the firm has com-
pleted 26 communities across the south-
west, with 13 currently under construction. 
Houston communities include Brookewater, 
Creekhaven, Raburn Reserve, Grayson 
Woods, Somerset Green, Laurel Glen, and 
Wildrye, which recently started construction.  

12, 2026 
• Last day of school for seniors – Friday, 

May 14, 2027 
• Last day of school – Thursday, May 20, 

2027 
Earlier this school year, the district 

surveyed parents, students and staff seek-
ing feedback on two calendar options.  As 
a “District of Innovation,” Katy ISD is able 
to incorporate flexible scheduling into its 
calendar, most notably starting the school 
year ahead of the traditional late-August start 
date, the district said in a subsequent press 
release. The approved calendar also reflects a 
balanced approach to instruction, including 
83 instructional days in the fall semester and 
89 instructional days in the spring semester, 
as well as district holidays for Independence 
Day, Labor Day, Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
and Memorial Day. The district will continue 
providing a full week off for Thanksgiving, 
two weeks for winter holiday and New Year’s, 
as well as a full week for spring break.  

The board also approved an amend-
ment to the instructional calendar for the 
2025-2026 school year, incorporating new 
guidance from the Texas Education Agency 
(TEA) regarding the use of flex days. The 

approved change retains the flex day option 
for staff while allowing the district to count all 
applicable professional development waiver 
minutes toward the required instructional 
minutes.  

The calendar may be viewed at katyisd.
org/cms/lib/TX50010808/Centricity/do-
main/4/documents/Instructional_Calen-
dar_2025-26.pdf.

There were eight speakers during the 
public comments portion of the meeting.  
One spoke on concerns about the upcoming 
school board elections in May, alleging that 
she had observed “violations” during the last 
election.  A Katy ISD fourth grade teacher 
spoke about the lack of planning time for 
teachers, while another Katy ISD employee 
asked that compensation for all staff – not 
just teachers – be added to the district’s list 
of legislative priorities.  Five speakers spoke 
in support of the addition of an Advanced 
Placement Physics C course, which several 
said was necessary for entry into universities 
such as the University of Texas and Texas 
A&M.

February meetings for the board will be:
• Board work study meeting, February 17
• Regular board meeting, February 24

PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

Katy ISD Superintendent Ken Gregorski (left), board secretary Mary Ellen Cuzela (center) and board member Lance Redmon 
(right) look on as members of the Taylor High School orchestra perform the national anthem at the January 27 meeting of the 
school board.

from page 1
KISD

41 miles in length and would serve Fort 
Bend and southern Waller counties.   The 
new project would include:

• Two main lanes in each direction sepa-
rated by a grassy median

• Two frontage road lanes in each direc-
tion

• Dedicated pedestrian and bicycle 
accommodations  

• Drainage elements
Revisions are being made to the general 

scope of the 36A project, Theiss said, adding 
in a big enough footprint to allow for future 
frontage roads.  This does not mean that 
there will be frontage roads in the whole 
corridor, but they will be built in certain ar-
eas, she said.  Theiss said the project needs 
to allow for future requested additions such 
as drainage projects, noise barriers and 
sidewalks, among other items.

TxDOT is working on the “purpose and 

needs” document which she said she hoped 
would be approved very quickly; it must be 
approved along with other documents prior 
to the “notice of intent (NOI),” which is the 
official start of the EIS.  There must also be 
meetings with other agencies as well.  The-
iss said that they were hoping that the NOI 
would be approved by April.  Then scoping 
meetings, in which the public may provide 
formal input in a public meeting setting, 
would probably follow in early summer, she 
added.

Theiss said that the next briefing on the 
36A project that she was aware of would 
take place at the February 18 meeting of 
Waller County Commissioners Court.

Andy Meyers, Fort Bend County Precinct 
3 Commissioner, gave a brief history of the 
36A coalition.

For more information on the Highway 
36A coalition, visit 36acoalition.org.SITE MAP COURTESY OF HINES

from page 1
HINES

from page 1
PROJECT
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Katy Christian Chamber of Commerce begins fifth year
BY SUSAN ROVEGNO
PUBLISHER

A shared vision became a reali-
ty almost five years ago.

Friends Joe Menslage and Erica 
Scardino both dreamed of bringing 
Christian-owned businesses 
together – not only to help them 
practice their faiths in the work-
place Monday through Friday – but 
also to defend religious freedom 
and constitutional rights.  So, in 
February 2020, the Katy Christian 
Chamber of Commerce was born.

“The chamber formed out of 
a need to represent the voices of 
Christian-owned businesses and 
like-minded professionals to de-
fend religious freedom in the work-
place and town square per consti-
tutional rights and freedoms,” said 
Executive Director Erica Scardino 
in an interview with the Katy 
Times.  Scardino and Menslage are 
each listed as “executive directors” 
on the organization's website.

Although the group includes 
“chamber of commerce” in its 
name, it is very different from 
other chambers. 

“Traditional chambers of com-
merce exist to be a collective voice 
of local businesses to the govern-
ment.” Scardino said. “Most focus 
efforts and resources upward to 
reach and influence elections, rub 
elbows with elected officials, and 
lobby for or against what serves 
their interests as local business 
owners collectively. We have 
flipped the traditional chamber 
model on its head -- focusing first 
on the individual members, and 
their need to connect with growth 
opportunities that make sense for 
their services and products within 
a like-minded community.”

“We are changing the culture 
of commerce from a ‘what's in 
it for me?’ to a ‘how can I help 
you grow?’ approach,” Scardino 
continued. “As a member of the 
Katy Christian Chamber of Com-
merce you will understand your 
religious freedoms under the law 

and how to exercise your faith at 
work, know what God says about 
work and how it applies to your 
specific calling, apply professional 
development tools designed to 
grow your faith and business, and 
connect with like-minded leaders, 
businesses, professionals to grow 
your network.”

The chamber – colloquially 
known as “KC3” -- now has 220 
members and 337 individuals cur-
rently active. Prominent members 
include Gallery Furniture (Mat-
tress Mack), Katy Area Economic 
Development Council, GOYA 
Foods, Shottenkirk Nissan of Katy, 
YMCA, Katy Christian Ministries, 
Sid Miller (TX Agriculture Com-
missioner), Memorial Hermann, 
Johnson Development Group, 
Hope Media (KSBJ Radio), and 
more. The membership consists of 
a wide variety of businesses across 
many industries, all serving the 
greater Katy area. 

As it begins its fifth year, the 
group has not wavered from 

its original mission to provide 
Christian professionals and orga-
nizations a platform to network, 
connect and grow, personally 
and professionally, to serve their 
communities and fulfill their call-
ing. But it has evolved to meet the 
needs of its membership.

“Though our mission and focus 
remain the same, we have grown 
in our approach to providing a 
platform that serves a broader 
member base,” said Scardino. 
“When we first started meeting as 
an organization, we hosted one 
networking event per month. Now 
we have grown into three well-at-
tended events monthly: a net-
working breakfast, a luncheon and 
an after-hours mixer. As we have 
grown, we have listened to learn 
more about what local business 
owners actually need, how they 
connect best, and how to pivot our 
approach accordingly. Each cham-
ber connection event is unique in 
its approach, how it is structured 
to meet the needs of that particular 

demographic. Our breakfasts are 
speaker-focused, our luncheons 
are member-focused, and our 
mixers are fellowship- focused. 
Each offers networking and new 
connection opportunities for both 
members and non-members.”

The monthly breakfast meetings 
have featured national speakers 
like boxing champion Termite 
Watkins and U.S. Congressman 
Troy Nehls and local speakers 
like Mattress Mack of Gallery 
Furniture, Wayne Dolcefino of 
ABC News), State Representative 
Mike Schofield, former Harris 
County Precinct 4 Commissioner 
Jack Cagle, and Texas Agriculture 
Commissioner Sid Miller, among 
others.  

But there have been challeng-
es along the way.  Following the 
chamber’s very first meeting with 
over 110 businesses in attendance 
– COVID struck, forcing the orga-
nization to suspend all meetings 
until it was safe to again gather 
in person. “We resumed opera-
tions in October of 2020, eight full 
months after our launch, with a 
networking breakfast.” Scardino 
said. “Only 20 people attended that 
morning, but it felt amazing to see 
people in person once more.  We 
slowly grew into the member base 
we support now.”

In its short history, the chamber 
has accomplished a lot, Scardino 
said, listed the top three achieve-
ments as:

• Bringing together chamber 
members, Bob Unanue (CEO of 
Goya) together with Steve Ives 
(CEO of Greater Houston YMCA) 
to connect Goya Cares anti-traf-
ficking program with Greater 
Houston YMCA resulting in mass 
distribution in training and sup-
port for kids, parents and employ-
ees all over Houston. 

• Being asked to facilitate a gift 
for a lucky local high school foot-
ball team to receive new brand-
name sports clothing and gear 
through a generous donation by 
Houston Texans and DICKS House 

of Sport. “Watching Will Anderson 
give his time and attention to the 
Royal High School football team of 
Brookshire was an amazing experi-
ence,” she said.

• The annual Katy Community 
Expo hosted each August at the 
KISD Merrell Center has seen over 
12,000 residents each year connect 
with donation and volunteer 
opportunities, and local business 
owners that can serve their needs.  
The Expo gives over 35 local non-
profits a free platform to be seen 
and to connect their message to 
thousands of local residents look-
ing to donate or volunteer. 

The chamber also encourages 
collaboration between its business 
and nonprofit members, such as 
hosting a year-long canned food 
drive where members brought 
food items to support Katy Chris-
tian Ministries’ food pantry and 
received $5 off their event admis-
sion. 

What does the next five years 
look like for the chamber?

“We have plans for tremendous 
growth in years to come,” said 
Scardino. “We have established 
the United Christian Chamber 
of Commerce (United C3)-- our 
501c6 organization -- to house 
future chapters of the chamber 
such as the Houston Christian 
Chamber of Commerce (HC3) 
launching in 2025-2026 fiscal year. 
We are currently creating pro-
grams that will benefit members 
by supporting youth scholarships 
and creating senior internships 
and mentoring opportunities in 
our communities. We are creating 
incentive programs with market-
ing rewards like eblasts up to free 
membership for members who 
donate their services and products 
at no cost to a member in need. 
We are collaborating in building 
a complete resource directory to 
assist residents connect with help 
in real time in their local area.”

“We aim to do the ‘town’ better 
and put the ‘unity’ in ‘community,’ 
“ she concluded. 

PHOTO BY SUSAN ROVEGNO

Joe Menslage  (left) and Erica Scardino (center), executive directors of the Katy Christian Chamber 
of Commerce, listen as member Karen Kurt addresses attendees at the August 16, 2024, meeting 
of the organization at the Church on the Rock, 433 Barker Cypress  Road in Houston.   The chamber 
celebrates its fifth birthday in February.

Piada 
grand 
opening 
to benefit 
Katy HS
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Piada Italian Street 
Food, located in the Grand 
Morton development at 
2710 W Grand Pkwy N 
#150, will hold its grand 
opening on February 11, 
according to a Facebook 
post from Katy High 
School in mid-January.  
The restaurant will 
donate 50 percent of their 
opening proceeds back to 
Katy High School, the post 
said. 

Piada Italian Street 
Food is a fast casual 
Italian cuisine restaurant 
chain with 57 locations 
in 7 states (Ohio, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Minnesota, 
North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania and Texas), 
according to Wikipedia. 

The restaurant features 
custom-rolled wraps 
(piadas) in a stone-grilled, 
thin-crusted dough made 
from organic flour and 
extra virgin olive oil, as 
well as chopped salads 
and pasta bowls.

Image360 Katy marks one year under new ownership
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Image360 Katy, the local 
visual communications 
leader, is celebrating its first 
year under the ownership 
of Jennifer LaFleur. 

Originally established 
in 2007, Image360 Katy 
has built a reputation for 
delivering tailored signage 
and graphics solutions. 
Since taking over in 2023, 
Jennifer, a Katy native, 
has focused on giving 
back, forming meaningful 
connections and foster-
ing a vibrant team. Her 
efforts have revitalized the 
Center’s mission to support 
the greater Katy area and 
its surrounding neighbor-
hoods. 

“Reflecting on this past 
year, the most rewarding 
part has been building 
relationships with our 
clients and giving back to 
the community that means 
so much to us,” said LaF-
leur. “From helping new 
connections made through 
networking events to do-
nating auction paddles for 
local charities and banners 
for new business openings, 
it’s been incredible to see 
the positive impact we can 
have.”

Over the past year, 
Image360 Katy has made 
strides in building strong 
relationships with local 
schools, exploring ways 
to better align with their 
needs. Involvement in the 
Katy Chamber of Com-
merce and the Fulshear 

Chamber for Commerce 
has further established 
the Center as a valued 
resource. 

• Image360 Katy 
composed and donated 
approximately 62 banners 
to support the Katy Area 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
ribbon cuttings through-
out 2024.

• The firm has also 
partnered with Seven 
Lakes High School and 
Tompkins High School 
on menu projects and 
announcement signs, 
enhancing their commu-
nications. Additionally, 
Image360 has support-
ed Katy ISD’s graduate 
programs and student 
recognition initiatives by 
providing approximately 

1,105 Senior Graduation 
and Student of the Month 
signs to schools across the 
district in 2024.

• The company also cre-
ated sturdy and attractive 
“auction paddles” which 
were used at the first an-
nual gala for the nonprofit 
group HerWell in Brook-

shire in October 2024.
Looking ahead, LaFleur 

aims to expand the Cen-
ter’s reach by enhancing 
collaborations with existing 
partners, including the 
Katy Independent School 
District, while pursuing 
larger-scale initiatives.

“Our team has been 
instrumental in our suc-
cess,” said LaFleur. “Their 
dedication and expertise 
have been key to deliver-
ing outstanding results. 

We’re energized and ready 
for 2025 as we continue 
to grow and support even 
more endeavors.”

Image360 Katy provides 
custom graphic solutions to 
businesses, organizations 
and institutions in the area. 
From the simplest sig-
nage projects to the most 
complex, trained graphics 
specialists work closely 
with clients to maximize 
the creativity and visual 
impact of environmental 
graphics, mobile graphics, 
wayfinding solutions, ADA 
signage and promotional 
displays.

Located at 21733 
Provincial Blvd Suite 120, 
Image360 Katy is inde-
pendently owned and oper-
ated and a member of the 
Alliance Franchise Brands 
network, a world leader in 
marketing, graphics and 
visual communications, 
linking more than 550 loca-
tions in North America.

For more information, 
contact Image360 Katy 
at (281) 829-1400 or visit 
the company’s website at 
image360.com/katy-tx.

Image360’s innovative graphics 
solutions include these durable, easy-
to-read auction paddles, which the 
company provided for the HerWell 
gala in Brookshire in October 2024.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF IMAGE360

Jennifer LaFleur and her team at Image360 are celebrating their first 
anniversary since LaFleur took ownership.  The graphics company is located at 
21733 Provincial Suite 120 in Katy.
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
EL SHADDAI ASAMBLEA DE DIOS

5610 LILAC STREET • 281-391-8339

PASTORS, PETER & ESTELA PINON

FAMILY LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD

24911 ROESNER ROAD • 281-392-0637

ALBERT CORTEZ, PASTOR • WWW.FLAG.CHURCH

RIVERS OF OIL CHURCH

541 PIN OAK ROAD, KATY • 832-782-7370

LEAD PASTOR: MR. HERNAN CASTANO

WWW.RIOSDEACEITE.COM • SUNDAY SERVICE 9 A.M.

BAPTIST
ANTIOCH MISSIONARY  

BAPTIST CHURCH

655 DANOVER • 281-391-2263

TYRONE FREEMAN, PASTOR

BRIDGEWATER BAPTIST CHURCH

FRANZ ELEMENTARY • 2751 WESTGREEN BLVD. • 281-578-0970

MICHAEL THOMPSON, PASTOR

CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH  

MAYDE CREEK

2855 GREENHOUSE ROAD • 281-492-2689

LARRY MADDOX, PASTOR

KATY’S FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

600 PIN OAK • 281-391-1100 • KATYSFIRST.ORG

DR. ROB LYERLY, PASTOR

GOOD NEWS BAPTIST CHURCH  

OF HOUSTON

2502 KATY HOCKLEY CUT-OFF • 281-391-9199

VIRGIL YEHNERT, PASTOR

KINGSLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

20555 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-0785

PASTOR RYAN RUSH

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

27043 FM 1093 • 281-391-6673 • WWW.PARKWAYFELLOWSHIP.COM

PASTOR: MIKE MCGOWN

PARKWAY FELLOWSHIP

5819 10TH ST. • KATY, TX 77493 • 832-222-9282

REDEEMER COMMUNITY CHURCH

24201 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • 281-371-21-56

MITCH MAHER, PASTOR

RIVER BEND BAPTIST CHURCH

26700 FM 1093. • 281-346-2279 • WWW.RIVERBENDC.ORG

JOHN C. CROWE, PASTOR

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH,  

West Campus

19449 KATY FREEWAY • 713-465-3408

DR. ED YOUNG, PASTOR

TRI-COUNTY BAPTIST

5715 PEEK ROAD • 281-371-3900

RICK SHRADER, PASTOR

TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

10000 SPRING GREEN BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

281-579-6724 • TRINITY-KATY.ORG

PASTOR JOSH GUAJARDO

WESTLAND BAPTIST CHURCH

1407 GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-5099

ROY MEADOWS, PASTOR

WESTSIDE BAPTIST CHURCH & ACADEMY

3883 LAKES OF BRIDGEWATER DR • 281-492-3448

REV. RICHARD D. BUTTS, PASTOR

ANGLICAN
THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. MATTHIAS  

DIOCESE OF MID AMERICA
4142 DAYFLOWER • 281-463-2304

GRACE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY
24968 KATY RANCH ROAD, KATY, TEXAS 77494

281-769-5544 • WWW.GRACEANGLICANKATY.COM

RECTOR: ROBERT HENSON

CATHOLIC
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD CATHOLIC

1530 NORWALK DR. (NOTTINGHAM) • 281-578-0707

FR. TOM LAM

ST. BARTHOLOMEW CHURCH
5356 ELEVENTH ST. • 281-391-4758 

FR. CHRISTOPHER PLANT, PASTOR

ST. EDITH STEIN CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
3311 N. FRY ROAD • 281-492-7500

REV. RYSZARD KULMA, PASTOR

ST. FAUSTINA CATHOLIC CHURCH
28102 FM 1093, FULSHEAR

346-773-3500 • WWW.SAINTFAUSTINACHURCH.ORG

CHRISTIAN
CURRENT-A CHRISTIAN CHURCH
26600 WESTHEIMER PKWY • 281-395-4722

DARREN WALTER, MINISTER

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
(Disciples of Christ)

22101 MORTON ROAD • 281-492-2693

REV. HEATHER TOLLESON, MINISTER

CHRISTIAN ORTHODOX
ST. PAUL ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Western Rite

1717 KATY GAP RD. • KATY, TX 77494 • 281-201-6439 

FATHER SYMEON KEES • ADMIN@STPAULKATY.COMCASTBIZ.NET

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CHURCH OF CHRIST - KATY

5438 E. 5TH STREET • 281-391-7606

CHURCH OF CHRIST IN BRIDGEWATER

21650 CRESTBROOK COVE DR. KATY, TX 77449

CINCO RANCH CHURCH OF CHRIST

6655 S. MASON ROAD • 281-579-3100

AARON WALLING, MINISTER

FULSHEAR CHURCH OF CHRIST

6920 KATY-FULSHEAR RD., FULSHEAR

281-712-1492 • FULSHEARCOC.ORG

FRY ROAD CHURCH OF CHRIST

2510 FRY ROAD AT FRANZ • 281-578-1897

DAVID FLATT

NORTH FORT BEND CHURCH OF CHRIST

TOM WILSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYMNASIUM

5200 FALCON LANDING BLVD. KATY, TX 77494

EMAIL: INFO@NFBCOC.ORG • TELEPHONE: (281)698-0132

PREACHER-VINCENT MCKINNEY

ROBERT LUTTRELL (832) 247-2680

EPISCOPAL
CHURCH OF THE HOLY APOSTLES

1225 W. GRAND PARKWAY SOUTH • 281-392-3310

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL
1936 DREXEL, KATY • 281-391-2785

REV. MARK WILKINSON

LUTHERAN
CROSSROAD CHURCH

700 S. WESTGREEN • 281-398-6464 • CROSSROADKATY.ORG

MIKE WEIDER, LEAD PASTOR * GEORGE HOLLEWAY, EXEC PASTOR

LIVING WORD
3700 SOUTH MASON ROAD  • 281-392-2300

MEMORIAL LUTHERAN MISSOURI-SYNOD
3RD ST. & AVE. D, KATY • 281-391-0171

JOHN DAVIS

VICTORY OF THE LAMB – 
WISCONSIN SYNOD

23051 CINCO RANCH BLVD. @ PEEK RD.

281-395-0544 • NATHAN BUEGE, PASTOR

METHODIST
 KATY FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
5601 FIFTH STREET • 281-391-2121 • KATYFIRST.ORG

 GRACE FELLOWSHIP  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

2655 S. MASON ROAD (NEXT TO GREAT S.W. EQUESTRIAN CENTER)

281-646-1903 • JIM LEGGETT, PASTOR

HOLY COVENANT UNITED METHODIST
22111 MORTON ROAD (AT MASON) • 281-579-1200

FRED WILLIS, SENIOR PASTOR

RESURRECTION METHODIST CHURCH
A GLOBAL METHODIST CHURCH

KATY HIGH SCHOOL 6331 HWY. BLVD., KATY

281-407-8716 • RESURRECTIONKATY.ORG

SENIOR PASTOR: HOWARD HUHN  

ST. PETER’S  
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

20775 KINGSLAND BLVD. • 281-492-8031

DR. PAT SPARKS, PASTOR

MORMON
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  

LATTER DAY SAINTS 
1928 DREXEL • 281-391-0687 • 281-391-5439

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

1603 Norwalk • 281-578-8934

BISHOP SCOTT BAUER

NOTTINGHAM COUNTRY WARD
281-578-8930

CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF  
LATTER DAY SAINTS 

9950 SOUTH MASON

281-398-7796

NAZARENE
WESTSIDE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE

3434 FRY ROAD • 281-492-0234

REV. KENT SCHWAMBERGER, PASTOR

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
CHURCH OF THE KING

1507 KATY FLEWELLEN RD, KATY, TX • 281-769-4090

HTTP://WWW.COTK.ORG/

CHURCH ON THE ROCK
433 S. BARKER CYPRESS • 281-599-9777

JORGE H. CARDENAS, PASTOR

CREEKSIDE COMMUNITY CHURCH
MEETING @ WOODCREEK J.H.S • 713-705-4878

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY CHURCH
26100 CINCO RANCH BLVD. • KATY, TX 77494

WWW.CROSSINGSCOMMUNITYCHURCH.ORG

MEETS AT 10:40 AM AT KILPATRICK ELEMENTARY

THE DOOR CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1837 N. MASON RD. • 713-325-3061

THE EMPOWERMENT CENTER
20910 PARK ROW • 281-578-3535

DAVID ROBERSON, PASTOR

THE ENCOUNTER CHURCH OF KATY
MARK A. CHAPMAN - YMCA

1350 MAIN ST. • KATY, TX. 77494

WWW.TECKATY.ORG • 713-228-4331

ANTHONY WILCOTS, PASTOR

FAITH MANGER CHURCH
20701 KINGSLAND BLVD. @ DOMINION • 281-578-2550

DAVID L. BROWN, PASTOR

FAITH WEST CHURCH
2225 PORTER ROAD • 281-391-LIFE

GARY KERR, PASTOR

THE FELLOWSHIP
22765 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-3950

WWW.THEFELLOWSHIP.ORG • JERRY EDMONSON, PASTOR

GREENHOUSE COMMUNITY CHURCH
2425 N. GREENHOUSE

SUN 9:30 & 11 AM • GREENHOUSECMA.ORG

HIGHER DIMENSION CHURCH
1350 N. MASON, KATY

SUNDAY SERVICES 10 A.M.

HOSANNA!
17700 CLAY RD. • 281-345-1182 • JAMES P. BELL, PASTOR

IGLESIA CRISTIANA EN KATY FUENTE DE DIOS
906 AVENUE A, KATY • 281-222-4404

KATY BIBLE CHURCH
2500 AVENUE D • 281-391-7284 • 281-391-6855

MATT MANCINI, PASTOR

KATY COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP
24102 KINGSLAND BOULEVARD • 281-391-0099

TIM BARKER, PASTOR

LIFE CHURCH
26189 WESTHEIMER PARKWAY • 281-395-5433

SAM RUDD, PASTOR

LIVING STONES CHURCH
MEETING AT TOMKINS HIGH SCHOOL, 4400 FALCON LANDING

346-704-1542 

NEWLANDS CHURCH
25024 KATY MILLS DRIVE KATY, TX 77494

MEETS EVERY SUNDAY • 9 AND 11 A.M.

(713) 280 – 3636 • ETHAN FISHER, SR. PASTOR

NORTHWEST BELIEVERS CHURCH
5423 E FIFTH STREET • 281-829-8985

LARRY CONNER, PASTOR

POWERHOUSE CHRISTIAN CENTER
1818 KATYLAND ROAD • 281-391-0095

G. F. WATKINS, PASTOR

REDEEMED CHRISTIAN
CHURCH OF GOD/THE KING’S PALACE

5371 E 5TH ST, KATY • 281-391-7224

HTTPS://RCCGTHEKINGSPALACE.ORG/

VENTURE CHURCH
25133 LAKECREST MANOR DR, KATY

(346) 327-6362 • VENTUREKATY.COM

THE VINEYARD CHURCH
SUNDAYS 10:00 AM • THE ARK EVENT CENTER

21402 MERCHANTS WAY, KATY • 832-276-0600 • KATYVINEYARD.ORG

THE WATERS CHURCH
2210 KATY FORT BEND ROAD

(281) 398-4030 • IAMTHEWATERS.COM

PENTECOSTAL
HERITAGE FAMILY CHURCH

2120 KATY HOCKLEY CUTOFF • 281-391-1010

MICHAEL FILLMER, PASTOR 

WWW.HERITAGEFAMILYKATY.ORG

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 11 AM • SUNDAY SERVICE @ 12 PM

TUESDAY PRAYER @ 6 PM • THURSDAY BIBLE @ 7:30 PM

THE PENTECOSTALS OF KATY
1941 WESTBOROUGH • 281-829-1175

ROB MCKEE, PASTOR

TRINITY FAITH CHURCH
10TH & AVE. D • 281-391-3310

HAL HALTOM, PASTOR

PRESBYTERIAN
CHRIST CHURCH PCA

10818 GASTON ROAD 

281-392-0002

REV. FRED GRECO, SENIOR PASTOR

CORNERSTONE EVANGELICAL-PRESBYTERIAN
1351 S. MASON RD. • 281-579-1080

REV. CARTER SANGER, PASTOR

GRAND LAKES PRESBYTERIAN
6035 S. FRY RD.

TYLER HENDERSON, PASTOR

281-646-7500

YE DARM PRESBYTERIAN
19946 SAUMS RD • 713-461-0709

YDPCH.ORG

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH

1913 EAST AVENUE • 281-398-1301

PASTOR RICHARD DEVOST

The Katy Times

Directory ofLocal Churches & Houses of Worship

When the cares
of my heart
are many,

your consolations
cheer my soul.

Psalms 94:19

Serving Katy and West Houston since 1945
(281) 391-2424

1508 East Avenue  •  Katy, Texas 77493
Mailing Address: 1415 East Avenue, Suite B  •  Katy, Texas 77493

FUNERAL HOME

Hardware StoreYour Hometown 

Katy Hardware
Kay & Mickey Powers, Owners
559 Pin Oak Rd.
Katy, TX 77494

281-391-3437 • Fax 281-391-6922
www.katyhardware.com

Kari Cleavinger, D.V.M. • Lori Smith, D.V.M.
Hillary Barra, D.V.M. • Catherine Berry, DVM

Jessica Machala, DVM

Katy Veterinary Clinic
Serving the Greater Katy Area Since 1964

What every
 pet deserves. 27227 Hwy. Blvd., Katy

281-391-3169 • www.katyvetclinic.comOpen M-F 7-6 • Sat 8-12

281-392-9334

TRUE FIX A/C &
Heating

www.truefix.com
Living in KATY, Working in 

KATY & KATY Proud

Lic #TACLB004843E

“We’re in Your Neighborhood and
We’ll Be Here When You Need Us”

Quality Service for over 42 Years

Your Ad
Here!
Call Debbie

for more information

281-391-3141

KEVIN DRURY
Your Electricity Guy

 281-630-5895
 kevind@power2price.com

POWER 2 PRICE
Residential * Commercial 



IT’S GOOD TO BELONG!
Meeting at Katy High School, 6331 Hwy Blvd
Sundays 10 AM (English) 11:30 AM (Spanish)

Senior Pastor Howard Huhn
resurrectionkaty.org | 281-407-8716

TRIBUTE

James Arthur Williams, known 
to those who loved him as “Yogi” 
or “JA,” was born on July 26, 1952, 
in Richmond, Texas, to Frank E. 
and Annie L. Williams. A proud 
graduate of Katy High School, 
Class of 1970, James’ journey 
through life was one of curios-
ity, dedication, and boundless 
adventure.

He began his career with 
Fort Bend Telephone Company, 
where he worked for 23 years and 
honed his expertise in telecom-
munications. This foundation of 
technical skill and passion for the 
field led him to travel the world, 
working in Saudi Arabia, Italy, 
Tanzania, and Zambia. He retired 
as a Senior Technical Project 
Manager, leaving behind a legacy 
of hard work, commitment, and 
a deep respect for the power of 
communication.

Beyond his professional 
achievements, Yogi had a rich 
and fulfilling personal life. He was 
an active volunteer with the FFA 
and 4-H programs and was proud 
to serve as a Texas Hunter Educa-
tion Instructor, sharing his knowl-
edge with future generations. His 
love for animals was matched 
only by his adventurous spirit. 
Yogi’s travels were not just about 
work—they were a reflection of 
his love for immersing himself in 

new cultures, experiences, and 
the natural world. He managed 
to spend R & R time in Paris, Lon-
don, Honduras, the Highlands of 
Scotland, Spain, and Turkey.

A man of many passions, 
James was fortunate enough to 
receive the Johnnie Walker Golf 
International Hole-In-One Award 
at the Green Meadows Golf Links 
in Scotland, a moment he cher-
ished dearly. He also found peace 
and joy underwater, especially 
while scuba diving in the Red Sea 
and the Indian Ocean, where he 
spent countless hours explor-
ing the mysteries of the ocean’s 
depths.

From the mid 1990’s through 
2017, he shared a succession of 
small ranches and organic farms 
with his wife in Central Texas 
where he loved to share his love 
of animals and farming with his 
grandchildren. When retirement 
called, he retired to the moun-
tains of Northern New Mexico to 
relax and fulfill his dream to fly-
fish and walk the beautiful mesa 
with his loyal companion, Nesim..

James is survived by his 
devoted wife, Janice Williams; his 
daughter, Leslie Kaye Williams 
Taylor, and son-in-law, Daniel 
L. Taylor; and his cherished 
grandchildren, Emma L. Taylor 
and Jackson T. Taylor. He is also 
survived by his brothers, Robert, 
Frank, and Van Williams, as well 
as his nephew, Robbie Williams.

A man of warmth, humor, 
and generosity, Yogi never met a 
stranger. His infectious laugh and 
kind heart left a lasting impres-
sion on all who knew him. His 
family, friends, and colleagues 
will remember him not only for 
his many accomplishments but 
for the joy and light he brought 
into every room he entered.

James will be deeply missed, 
but his spirit will live on through 
the memories and stories shared 
by those who were fortunate 
enough to know him.

JAMES ARTHUR 'YOGI' 
WILLIAMS
1952-2025

CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Palladium USA announced 
January 23 the construction start of 
Palladium Park Row Katy Living – a 
new $33 Million multi-family com-
munity in Houston near Katy. This 
is the second multi-family devel-
opment for Palladium in the area. 
The three-story development has 
amenity-rich residences featuring 
93 units of one, two, and threebed-
room floor plans with upgraded 
finishes including granite counter-
tops, nine-foot ceilings, hard floor 
services, dual sinks in primary bath, 
and a balcony/terrace. Upscale 
community amenities will include 
a resort swimming pool, state of the 
art fitness center, conference center, 
dog park, business center, children’s 
playroom, and clubroom containing 
a mini kitchen with upgraded appli-
ances and quartz countertops. 

“Construction has started, and 
we will be delivering the clubhouse 
and first units in December of 
2025,” said Tom Huth, President 
and CEO of Palladium USA in a 
press release from the company. 
Palladium Park Row Katy Living is 
a public-private partnership with 
the Harris County Housing Finance 

Corporation (HCHFC) and was 
designed by HEDK Architects. 
Brownstone Group is the general 
contractor who is teaming up with 
the HCHFC on construction. Texas 
Department of Housing and Com-
munity Affairs (TDHCA) provided 
$15 Million of 9% Housing Tax 
Credits, PNC Bank provided $13.3 
Million of equity and over $12 Mil-
lion of long-term debt, and Harris 
County provided $5 Million of 
ARPA funding for this placement. 

The Katy Park Row Living Project 
will create 93 multi-family housing 
Units and 58 of these units will be 
rated “affordable.” The unit mix will 
consist of six units for those making 
30% or less of area median income, 
24 units for those making between 
31%-50% of area median income, 
and 28 units for those making 
between 51%-60% area median 
income, and 35 market rate units. 

“This project represents our 
continued commitment to bringing 
high quality homes to Harris Coun-
ty which will provide affordability 
and an increased number of acces-
sible apartment homes in this sec-
tor of the city,” said Rene Martinez 
executive director, Harris County 
Housing Finance Corporation. 

Construction begins 
on Park Row Katy Living
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WORD AD RATE
$14.00 per week for 15 words. Each additional word 54¢.

DEADLINES
Display Ads ....... Friday noon         Word Ads ....... Monday noon

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Your Classifi ed Ad Source In Print & Online!

Call 281-391-3141
or visit www.katytimes.com

to place your ad today!
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friends 
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about

January 23
Puzzle Answers

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Sealed electronic bids, addressed to THE VILLAGE 
AT KATY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT will be
electronically received on the CivCastUSA Website
(www.CivCastUSA.com) until 10:00 a.m. local time,
Friday, February 7, 2025. The Apparent Low Bidders 
will be automatically generated and posted for furnishing 
all plan, labor, material and equipment and performing 
all work required for the construction of THE PUBLIC 
WATER, SEWER, AND DRAINAGE FACILIITES TO 
SERVE THE 9.7 AC. COMMERCIAL AT VILLAGE AT 
KATY. A VOLUNTARY pre-bid conference will be held 
remotely via conference call at 10:00 a.m. local time,
Friday, January 31, 2025. All prospective bidders are
invited to attend by calling 210-926-0892 and use the
Conference ID: 805 111 543#. Plans, specifications and
bid documents may be viewed and downloaded free of 
charge (with the option to purchase hard copies) at the
CivCastUSA Website. Reproduction charges will apply
according to CivCastUSA rates.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all
PROPOSALS and to waive irregularities in the bidding. In 
case of ambiguity or lack of clearness in stating the prices in 
the PROPOSAL, the Owner reserves the right to consider 
the most advantageous construction thereof or to reject the 
PROPOSAL.

Application has been made
with the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission for a
Mixed Beverage Permit (MB)
by Angela Cristobal dba Cakes 
and Sweet Treats LLC, to be
located at 1185 Katy Fort Bend 
Rd., Ste. 210, Katy, Harris 
County, Texas 77493. President
of said corporation OR
OWNER is Angela Cristobal.

N O T I C E
The Zoning Board of Adjustment of the City of Katy, Texas, 
will Conduct a Public Hearing on Wednesday, February 
19, 2025, at 1:00 P.M. in Council Chambers at Katy City 
Hall, 901 Avenue C, Katy, Texas, on Docket No. 2025-02, to 
hear the Application of Brackin A. Smith, Present Owner,
Under Section 22.5 of the Zoning Ordinance. Address
of the lot to be Affected: 1304 Avenue D, in the “C-1” 
Commercial District.  Property Description: Lot 1, Block 1 
of the Brackin Subdivision, Harris County, Texas.

The Request is for a Variance to the Platted Rear Setback 
of Twenty (20) Feet for the Construction of an Accessory 
Building.  

 David Minze, Chairman
 Zoning Board of Adjustment

PUBLIC NOTICE
Pursuant to provisions of  Occupations Code 2303 this is 
notice to the owner and lien holder of the following item/
vehicle to reclaim the items within 30 days and pay all fees 
or your failure to do so shall be a waiver of all your rights, 
title, or interest in item/vehicle/personal property and your 
consent to sell the item /vehicle at public sale.

TDLR VSF Lic. No.0595829VSF G-TOW INC
1450 KELLNER/PO BOX 643 BROOKSHIRE, TX 77423

281-934-8711

13 TEREX SKID STEER ASVSN060P3W500299
Total  $529.41

Total charges cannot be computed until item/vehicle is 
claimed. Storage charges will accrue daily until item/
vehicle is released.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
Sealed Bids addressed to Fort Bend - Waller Counties
Municipal Utility District No. 3, Attention:  Mr. Justin
Graham, President, Board of Directors, will be received
electronically or at the office of LJA Engineering, Inc.,
the office of LJA Engineering, Inc., 3600 W. Sam Houston
Parkway S., Suite 150, Houston, Texas  77042, until 2:00
p.m. Local Time, Tuesday, February 18, 2025, and then
publicly opened and read at the office of LJA Engineering,
Inc., 3600 W. Sam Houston Parkway S., Suite 150,
Houston, Texas  77042 for “Hardscape and Landscape to 
Serve Young Ranch Open Space Improvements for Fort 
Bend - Waller Counties Municipal Utility District No. 3, 
Fort Bend County, Texas.”  In addition to the opening of 
sealed Bids at the address above, you may attend the Bid 
Opening by telephone by dialing +1 346-202-6170, Phone 
Conference ID: 306 191 880#.

Scope of Work of the Contract Documents includes the 
following: Installation of concrete trails, grading, landscape 
(trees, shrubs, seed and sod), fitness equipment with turf 
and concrete retainer band, and site furnishings.

Bids received after the closing time will be returned
unopened. A non-mandatory pre-bid conference will be 
held remotely on Tuesday, February 11, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. 
Local. To attend the audio format non-mandatory pre-bid 
conference, dial +1 346-202-6170, Phone Conference ID: 
169 685 406#. 

Each Bid must be accompanied by a Bid bond or a certified 
or cashier’s check, acceptable to the Owner, in an amount 
not less than two percent (2%) of the total amount Bid, as 
a guarantee that the successful bidder will enter into the 
Contract Documents and execute the Bonds on the forms 
provided and provide the required insurance certificates 
and Bonds within seven (7) days after the date Contract 
Documents are received by the successful bidder.  If a
certified or cashier’s check is provided, the successful
bidder shall deliver, at the bid opening address, the original 
certified or cashier’s check within one (1) business day of 
receipt of the bid opening.

Bidding documents may be examined at LJA Engineering, 
Inc., AGC of Texas, Construct Connect, and Amtek or 
may be obtained by prospective bidders or suppliers upon 
payment of $100.00 non-refundable plus cost of delivery 
($50.00 for electronic copy) for each set of documents at 
LJA Engineering, Inc., 3600 W. Sam Houston Parkway S., 
Suite 150, Houston, Texas 77042 , or at https://bids.lja.com.  
Checks should be made payable to LJA Engineering, Inc.  
No cash will be accepted.

A bidder submitting electronic Bids must submit its Bid 
and Bid Securities in compliance with Owner’s Order 
Adopting Section 49.2731 Electronic Bidding Rules and 
all electronic Bids and Bid Securities must be submitted 
through https://bids.lja.com.  Bidders must register and 
obtain bidding documents on this website for the required 
payment amount (if any) to submit an electronic bid.

By submitting a Bid, bidder acknowledges and agrees that 
the Contract Documents may be accepted, executed or 
agreed to through the use of an Electronic Signature, as
defined by and in accordance with Owner’s Electronic
Signature Rules for Construction Contracts.

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all Bids
and to waive all defects and irregularities in bidding or
bidding process except the time for submitting a Bid.  The 
successful bidder, if any, will be the responsible bidder, 
which in the Board’s judgment will be most advantageous 
to the District and result in the best and most economical 
completion of the Project.

The requirements of Subchapter J, Chapter 552,
Government Code, may apply to this Bid and the bidder 
agrees that the Contract Documents can be terminated 
if the bidder knowingly or intentionally fails to comply 
with a requirement of that subchapter.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Pursuant to provisions of  Occupations Code 2303 this is 
notice to the owner and lien holder of the following item/
vehicle to reclaim the items within 30 days and pay all fees 
or your failure to do so shall be a waiver of all your rights, 
title, or interest in item/vehicle/personal property and
your consent to sell the item/vehicle at public sale.

TDLR VSF Lic. No. KATY AUTOMOBILE STORAGE 
20080 FRANZ RD KATY, TX 77449 281-804-8494

22 FORD CP 1FA6P8TH2N5142100 Total  $437.10
23 FORD CP 1FA6P8CF3P5306729 Total  $437.10
Total charges cannot be computed until item/vehicle is 
claimed. Storage charges will accrue daily until item/
vehicle is released.Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic
Beverage Commission for 
a Mixed Beverage Permit 
(MB) by Shartiqua Nolan dba
Southland Bar and Grill, to 
be located at 5990 Stockdick 
Rd., Katy, Fort Bend County, 
Texas 77494. Officer of said
corporation or OWNER is 
Shartiqua Nolan.

NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF
APPLICATION BY

COMMISSIONERS’ COURT
TO REVISE A SUBDIVISION 

PLAT FILED FOR RECORD WITH 
THE COUNTY CLERK

APPLICATION: Danny Rhea Moore, Shelly Lynn Sharp 
Lemm and Gail Holliday, owners, are requesting to be
allowed to revise Lot 51 of West Magnolia Forest
Subdivision, Section 1.  The revision will be to partition 
Lot 51 into three lots.  These newly configured lots would 
consist of Lot 51-A (13.668 acres), Lot 51-B (3.000 acres) 
and Lot 51-C (3.000 acres). Lot 51 of West Magnolia Forest 
Subdivision, Section 1 is situated in the O. Wingfield Survey, 
A-269, Waller County, Texas, as recorded in Volume 192, 
Page 324, in the Deed Records of Waller County, Texas.

This replat request, if approved, will only revise the
applicant’s property.

PUBLIC HEARING: A public hearing will be held during 
the regular session of Commissioners’ Court on February 
18, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. at the Joe Kuciemba Annex, 425 FM 
1488 Hempstead, Texas 77445.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

TexSCAN Week of 
Jan. 26-Feb. 1, 2025

CHARITY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Consumer Cellular - the same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest carriers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation is free. All plans feature 
unlimited talk and text, starting at just $20/month. For 
more information, call 1-855-493-3803.

ENERGY
Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 3/30/25.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 855-704-8579  
to schedule your free quote!

CLASSIFIEDS WORK! CALL TODAY! 281-391-3141
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BUSINESS SERVICES

We enable our customers to process credit cards 
anytime, anywhere, at the office or on the go.

Let me help you improve your bottom line!

Trudy King
Global Payments

Trudy@TrudyKing.com
832-724-7440

Named the sales executive with the best 
customer service for the last 10 years.

TAX CONSULTANTS

At Bent Arrow Consulting, we combine our 
deep knowledge of property tax law with a 
personalized approach to each client’s unique 
needs. Our team is committed to delivering:
 • Property Tax Compliance & Filings
 • Negotiations & Tax Appeals
 • Accruals & Budgets
 • Tax Bill Audits
 • Appraisals and Valuations
 • Estate Planning
 • SEC Reserves

Damien Larson
512-797-9785      damien@bentarrow.net

ELECTRICITY BROKER

KEVIN DRURY
Your Electricity Guy

 281-630-5895
 kevind@power2price.com

POWER 2 PRICE
Residential * Commercial 



We help customers with
Shopping the Energy Market

for the best
Electricity Contract

that fits their specific needs
and situation.

Save money and reduce your carbon
footprint with our innovative solutions

BANKING

EDUCATION
Local students drive change for girls' 
education in developing countries
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

Rohan and Rishabh Jha, stu-
dents at Katy ISD’s Cinco Ranch 
High School and Beck Junior High, 
have become dynamic advocates 
for girls' education in developing 
regions. Their research, recently 
published in the prestigious Oxford 
Open Economics journal (Oxford 
Open Economics, Volume 4, 2025), 
highlights critical barriers that hin-
der girls' education in rural areas. 
It provides actionable, data-driven 
solutions addressing key challeng-
es such as the need for improved 
social awareness, infrastructure, 
qualified teachers, and an inclu-
sive curriculum.  The article may 
be viewed at academic.oup.com/
ooec/article/doi/10.1093/ooec/
odae041/7925799.  The journal is a 
platform where the 2014 and 2015 
Nobel laureates in Economics also 
shared their research in 2024.

Motivated to turn their research 

into action, the brothers took their 
findings beyond academia. During 
a recent visit to their ancestral 
village in Bihar, India, they col-
laborated with local government 
officials and community leaders 
to implement several of their rec-
ommendations. Recognizing the 
lack of infrastructure as a major 
barrier, they successfully advocat-
ed for the construction of a new 
school building, which is set to be 
completed by the end of the year. 
Additionally, they facilitated the 
recruitment of two new teachers 
to support the growing number of 
students.

Understanding the importance 
of access to learning resources, 
Rohan and Rishabh established 
libraries in two schools, funded 
through crowdfunding efforts. 
These libraries have provided 
students with books and study 
materials previously unavailable 
to them. To complement these 

efforts, the brothers launched a so-
cial awareness campaign, engaging 
families and local leaders to chal-
lenge cultural norms and encour-
age the education of girls. Their 
initiatives have led to increased 
enrollment and a noticeable shift 
in community attitudes toward 
girls' education.

The impact of their work has 
been transformative. Girls in 
these rural communities now 
have access to better facilities, 
dedicated educators, and an 
environment that supports their 
learning and aspirations. Families 
have expressed heartfelt gratitude, 
acknowledging the opportunities 
and hope these initiatives have 
brought to their daughters.

Rohan and Rishabh’s journey 
showcases the extraordinary 
potential of young individuals to 
combine world-class research with 
practical action. Their story has 
been celebrated in local Indian 

media, highlighting their ability to 
tackle global challenges with inno-
vative, hands-on solutions.

“As these young changemakers 
continue their advocacy, their 
efforts stand as a powerful exam-
ple of how education is not just a 
fundamental right but a transfor-

mative tool that uplifts entire com-
munities,” said Balram Suman in 
an email to the Katy Times. “Rohan 
and Rishabh’s dedication inspires 
others to think globally and act 
locally, demonstrating that mean-
ingful change is achievable when 
driven by passion and purpose.”
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Rohan Jha (left)and Rishabh Jha (center) of Katy join, and Anil Kumar (right), administrative head 
(district magistrate) of the Araria district in India at Kumar's office. Rohan Jha, who goes to Cinco 
Ranch High School in Katy and his brother Rishabh Jha, who goes to Beck Junior High, recently 
published research in the Oxford Open Economics Journal on critical barriers to girls’ education in 
rural areas.

Katy ISD schools take 
top three spots
CONTRIBUTED REPORT

In a first for the district, Katy 
ISD earned the top three spots in 
the UIL 6A Division I Spirit State 
Championship, held this month 
in Fort Worth, with Mayde Creek 
High School earning first place, the 
district announced in a January 23 
press release. Seven Lakes High 
School earned second place and 
Jordan High School earned third 
at the highly competitive event. In 
fierce competition, less than one 
point separated the three schools’ 
cumulative scores. 

Rounding out the results for the 
finalists, Taylor High School earned 
seventh place, and Cinco Ranch 
High School earned 10th.  

“Congratulations to Mayde Creek 

for a phenomenal display of spirit 
and to all our district winners for 
their achievement,” said LaKeisha 
McGowen, assistant director of 
fine arts over cheerleading in Katy 
ISD. “Cheerleading in Texas is 
very competitive, and it is quite 
impressive that we have the 
top three winners in this year’s 
competition.” 

Seventy-five schools compet-
ed in the 6A Division I qualifying 

round, and only the top 20 schools 
advanced to the final round.  

The teams compete again this 
weekend in national competitions 
in Fort Worth and Orlando, FL.  

UIL Spirit recognizes the vital 
role cheerleaders play in their 
school’s culture. At the state meet, 
schools compete in three categories: 
crowd leading, fight song and band 
chant. Visit www.uiltexas.org/spirit 
to learn more.  

KERSHNER RECEIVES  
‘TRAIL BLAZER’ AWARD

PHOTO COURTESY OF SHERREL ROGERS

Rick Kershner, Royal ISD superintendent of schools, (left) received the Trail Blazer 
Award presented by Keith Woods, hosted at Mt. Zion Baptist Church, 803 FM 1489 in 
Brookshire on January 16. The awards honor remarkable individuals who have made 
a lasting impact in the Brookshire community, according to the Trail Blazer Facebook 
page. “These Trailblazers embody the values of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. through their 
leadership, service, and dedication to progress,” said a statement on the Facebook page.

Royal ISD welcomes Doreen Martinez as principal of Royal Prairie Elementary
CONTRIBUTED REPORT 

Royal ISD announced January 23 
that Doreen Martinez will serve as the 
principal of Royal Prairie Elementary 
School, opening in fall 2025. With pre-
vious experience in the district from 
June 1999 to January 2001, Martinez is 
thrilled to return and lead the school’s 
opening, said the press release.

Her “why” is to inspire, empower, 
and positively impact the lives of the 

children, staff, and community she 
serves, the release said, and Martinez 
firmly believes that all children can 
learn and grow, no matter the circum-
stances. “I believe in the importance of 
goal-setting and helping children cele-
brate their success along the way,” she 
said. Martinez is committed to helping 
children achieve their dreams through 
effort, grit, and a growth mindset.

Her approach to the district’s mis-
sion of "Investing in Our Tomorrow" is 

centered around creating a nurturing 
and empowering environment for stu-
dents, where each child is encouraged 
to excel. “I want to align all we do with 
RISD District goals and learn the Royal 
Way,” Martinez said.

 “Doreen is a perfect fit for Royal 
ISD, and her leadership will truly 
help us invest in our tomorrow,” said 
Superintendent Rick Kershner. “We 
are thrilled to welcome Doreen back 
to Royal ISD and look forward to her 

leadership as she prepares to open 
Royal Prairie Elementary School.”

In her personal life, Martinez 
enjoys spending time with her family, 
traveling, arts and crafts, reading, 
and learning new skills, particularly 
in technology and leadership. She 
has three grown children and six 
grandchildren, with her youngest 
daughter living in Japan, her son 
working out of state, and her oldest 
daughter in Austin.

DOREEN
MARTINEZ

Mayde Creek High School named 
state champion in spirit competition
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Katy ISD claimed the top three spots at this year’s UIL 6A Division I Spirit State Championship, and five 
teams among the top 10 finishers in the state. 



Leading Orthopedic Care to

KEEP YOU 
MOVING

Whether you’re suffering from simple aches and pains or recovering from 
a complex injury, our board-certifi ed specialists develop treatment plans 
tailored to your unique needs. From diagnosis and treatment through 
physical therapy and rehabilitation, we have the expertise to get you back 
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KATYTIMES.COMSPORTSSPORTSTIMES
Tompkins, Taylor girls soccer teams 
rank in top 25 in new TGCA poll

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Katy ISD’s 
Tompkins High was 
ranked sixth while 
Taylor High ranked 
23rd in the latest 6A 
soccer poll released 
by the Texas Girls 
Coaches Association 
on January 27.  

TGCA releases latest girls basketball poll
FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Texas Girls Coaches Association 
released its latest poll for girls basketball 
on January 27. There were no Katy ISD 
teams chosen.

Class 6A
1.   Converse Judson 30-1
2.   Cypress Springs 24-3
3.   Fort Worth Boswell 31-2
4.   Grand Oaks 27-3
5.   Denton Guyer 27-3
6.   Pearland Dawson 28-4
7.   Duncanville 22-5
8.   Little Elm Braswell 29-2
9.   Tyler Legacy 27-4

10. Austin Westlake 23-7
11. Garland Sachse 27-5
12. Cedar Park Vista Ridge 25-6
13. Cypress Falls 24-4
14. Clear Brook 28-3
15. Fort Bend Hightower 26-5
16. San Marcos 22-6
17. Pearland 25-7
18. San Antonio Churchill 25-5
19. Flower Mound 27-3
20. Byron Nelson 22-8
21. Pebble Hills 20-6
22. Alief Taylor 24-5
23. Austin Vandegrift 23-8
24. Frenship 25-6
25. South Grand Prairie 24-6

Class 6A
1.   Weatherford 8-0-0
2.   The Woodlands 5-1-1
3.   Round Rock 8-1-1
4.   El Paso Eastwood 6-0-0
5.   Lewisville Hebron 4-0-0
6.   Katy Tompkins 8-0-1
7.   L'ville Flower Mound 3-0-0
8.   Kingwood 10-0-1
9.   Houston Lamar 9-0-1
10. Wylie 10-0-1
11. Round Rock Westwood 8-1-1
12. San Antonio Warren 6-0-1

13. Austin Lake Travis 8-1-0
14. Coppell 8-0-1
15. Keller 5-1-1
16. Southlake Carroll 7-1-1
17. Austin Westlake 3-0-1
18. Keller Central 6-0-1
19. Allen 6-0-1
20. San Antonio Brennan 5-0-1
21. Tomball 6-0-1
22. Pebble Hills 5-1-0
23. Katy Taylor 9-1-1
24. San Antonio Reagan 8-1-1
25. Forney 8-1-0
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